SQL Server Logs &#8211; maximum size
by Steve Stedman -
http://databasehealth.com/server-overview/quick-scan-report/sql-server-logs-maximum-size/

SQL Server Logs — maximum size

One of those SQL Server settings that can have unexpected results. The Maximum size for error log files in KB.

B configure SQL Server Error Logs - O *
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K General

Loq files count
Limit the number of error log files before they are recycled

Maximum number of error log files: 30

Ak

Value must be between 6 and 99.

Log file size

4k

Maximum size for error log file in KB: 50

Value 0 means the log size is unlimited. [}g\

Connection

Server:
STEVE18\5QL2022

Connection:
STEVE18\Steve

lpﬁ View connection properties

Progress

Ready ! This instance of SQL Server must be restarted for these settings to take effect.

The danger with this is that if you set this number too small, and you only have a few error logs being kept around,
you may not have as many logs as you need to diagnose problems.

We ran into an issue at a client recently where they asked, “was anything strange going on with our SQL Server
at 9:15 this morning.” We went to check and found out that they only had 30 minutes of SQL Server logs due to
this setting being set to small.
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0 should not be considered too small as 0 means go to unlimited size (or at least until the disk is full).

| recommend that before setting this value that you investigate and determine the average size, and the amount of
logs that you see over time before just picking a number to enter here.
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